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PHILIPPINE FORESTS

Their Character and Extent-Opportun-

for Government Forestry-- A Splendid

Field for Younl foresters.

Mr. Glfford Pinchot, Chief of the
Bureau of Forestry, has returned from
the Philippines, where he was sent last
August by Secretary Wilson, at the
request of Secretary of War, to report
on the forest policy of the islands.

A personal examination of the Phil-
ippine forest 8 and a study of market
conditions have convinced Mr. Pin-

chot of the value of the very great op-

portunities on the Islands for govern-
ment forestry. "Both for forestry
and foresters," ho says, "the Philip-
pines offer the finest field I know of.
The Forestry Bureau of the islands,
under Capt. Geo. P. Ahem, has
charge of the development of valuable
forests composed of trees the names of
which are mostly unfamiliar to Amer-
icans and of whoso habits we know
comparatively nothing. An unlimited
field for profitable study is offered the
young foresters now entering tho Phil-
ippine service. The objection that tho
islands are dangerously unhealthy is
a mistaken one. I believe that a man
who takes care of himself may work
with entire safety in the Philippines."

On a gunboat placed at his disposal
by Governor Taft, Mr. Pinchot, in
company with Capitan Ahern, made a
trip of 3,000 miles among the islands.
The sailing was done at night, when
possible; landings were made in the
day and the forests of all the larger
islands and of many of the smaller
ones were examined.

"Probably more than half the area
of tho islands is in forest," says Mr.
Pinchot. " Tho best timber I saw was
in Mindanao, on tho road built by tho
army from tho coast to Linao, where
the fighting with the Moros has been
going on. There the best trees are
150 to 175 feet high, with clear lengths
of 90 to 100 feet and diameters of 3 to 6

feet. The forest is dense and inter-
woven with creepers, and progress
through it is often impossible without
cutting a way. The islands contain
large areas without forest, as along
the railroad from Manila to Dagupan.
Nearly the whole island of Cebu and
parts of Panay are without forests.
On the other hand, Mindanao and
Paragua arc nearly all in forest.

"Tho pine of the Benguet province
is about the only tree which an Amer-
ican in the Philippines will recognize.
Although nearly 700 species have been
described and classified, doubtless
many Philippine trees still remain un-

known. Very many of the timbers are
fine cabinet woods; nearly all are
heavy, and many sink in water. At
present their use is limited entirely by
their ability to withstand the attacks
of the teredo and the white ant.

"Lumbering is a problem on the
islands. Tho death of nearly all the
caribou has in some places reduced
the industry to tho employment of
hand labor entirely, which is scarce
and unsatisfactory. What lumbering
is now going on is of the most primi-
tive sort. I have seen heavy logs
hauled with tackles by hand. A con-

siderable part of the timber used on
the islands is imported from the
United States."

Mr. Pinchot journeyed to tho Philip

pines by the way of Russia, where he
found an efficient and highly develop-
ed system of government forestry. He
visited the forest schools of St. Peters-
burg and Moscow, met the forest
officials and made trips with them into
the woods. He also observed the
planting on the steppes.

Of the Russian forests Mr. Pinchot
sayo: "They are very good, as a
whole, though not to be compared with
thoso of our own Pacific coast. Across
Russia and Siberia, from Moscow to
the borders of Manchuria, one is
never out of sight of trees."

Mr. Pinchot will make a complete re-

port on his observations in the Philip-
pines.

riCHTINC WHISKEY.

A Charcoal Burner near Prescott Shoots

Printer and Is Now In Jail.

Frank S pence, a charcoal burner
and rancher living a few miles west of
Prescott is in jail charged with an at-

tempt to murder.
Friday night two tramp printers en

route to Phoenix called at the cabin
for a drink of water. The night was
bitterly cold, and Spence invited tbem
into the house. He bad been in Pres-
cott during the day, and returned
home with a jug of whisky. Soon all
three were under its influences.

One of the men lay down on the
floor in front of the fire and was about
asleep, when Spence addressed a re-

mark to him. The man replied with
an insulting epithet, when Spence
arose, and getting his Winchester,
fired at the man. The bullet struck
him in the back of the head and plow-

ed through the scalp around the skull,
coming out of the front.

The partner of the man shot left the
house immediately, and never stopped
running until he reached town, and
reported his partner killed. An officer
brought Spence and the wounded man
to town, placing the former in jail and
the latter in tho hospital.

Yeafer Canyon Copper Mines.

On the Sloan property, located in
the Grapevine district south of Yeager
canyon in the foot-hil- ls of tho Black
Hills range, they have struck what is
proving to be a pay body of ore carry-
ing gold, copper and silver, at a depth
of 800 feet. This information comes
direct from the mine.

Two or three years ago Judge Sloan
bonded this property from the loca
tors, and with some eastern people
organized the Yeager Canyon Copper
company to develop it. The surface
workings thereon had produced some
very rich ore from which big returns
were received from a shipment. This
shipment was taken from small string
ers which the prospectors had followed
in a careless manner. The Yeager
company did a good deal of explora-
tion work, which, while it gave en-

couraging results, expose no substan-
tial ore bodies. A diamond drill was
then put on the ground and the cores
brought up soon demonstrated that
they had a valuable property, and
showed them just where and at what
depth the large and rich ore bodies
were buried. The success at the Sloan
proves that the contention at that
depth must bo attained in the districts
surrounding Jerome to make pay
mines, is correct. Jerome News.

ARIZONA LEGISLATURE

The RaHraad Rest BHI Defeated --Grand

Larceny BHI Passed --New BHIs

Introduced.

The Legislature has transacted some
business this week, and three weeks of
its session has ended and nearly half
the session has passed, and it is ex-

pected longer sessions will be held
from now to the end of the session.

House bill No. 21, known as the
Railroad Rest bill was defeated in the
house by a vote of 10 to 13. It is ex-

pected the bill will be revived again
before long.

The bill to amend the poll-ta- x law
was amended in the house to change
old name from " poll tax" to " school
tax."

The following bills were introduced
in the house : By Mr. Woolf, declar
ing all section lines on public lands
public highways; by Mr. Williams,
to restrain dogs from running at largo;
by Mr. Rowe, to appropriate $10,000

for a monument to Captian William
O. O'Neill; by Mr. Roemer, providing
a clerk for the territorial auditor at a
salary of $125 a month.

By Mr. Whiteside, to amend the
statutes relative to jurors; by Mr.
Whiteside, providing for the payment
of fees of officers at coroners' inquests;
by Mr. Whiteside, providing for the
payment of medical services at In
quests; by Mr. Whiteside, to reimburse
W. N. Cummings, clerk of the board
of supervisors of Santa Cruz county
for salary paid a clerk; by Mr. O'Con-nel- l,

for the maintenance of indigents
by counties; by Mr. Marlar, in rela-
tion to the employment of deputy con-

stables.
Mr. Morrison introduced a bill which

will provoke a fight. It proposes a
slight reapportionment of legislative
delegations by taking one member
from the Pinal delegation and adding
one to the Yavapai membership.
Graham is looking with envious eye
on the hole in the legislative delega-
tion to be made by the cutting out of
one of the members of Pinal.

House bill No. 7, slightly remodel-
ing the stock laws came up first in the
afternoon session and a motion to ac-

cept tho amendments that had been
made in the committee was adopted.

The bill of President Ives was pass-
ed by the council, which provides for
an enlargement of the power of judges
in tho matter of hearing in chambers
applications for the granting or modi-
fication of injunctions, writs of man-

damus, etc.
By Mr. Howell, in relation to the

time of filing action for damages in
libel; by Mr. O'Connell, in relation to
the time for filing contests of wills; by
Mr. O'Connell, authorizing and regu-

lating the holding of meetings of
stockholders outside the territory; by
Mr. Lamont, to amend the statutes re-

lating to tho sale by the supervisors
or lands in which the title is in the
county; by Mr. Williams, providing
for closing of barber shops on Sunday
and on legal holidays; by Mr. Morri-
son, providing for the establishment
of a manual training school at Pres
cott.

The house has passed Mr. Webb's
bill amending the poll tax law, restor-
ing some of the features of the law re-

pealed two years ago and introducing

many new ones. The name of the tax
has been changed to " school" tax.
The amount of it is 92.60 and it be-

comes payable after the third Monday
of February. The exemptions are the
same as those under the present law,
but the manner of the collection is
quite different. The assessor is made
the collector, and he must make the
collection at the time of making as-

sessments, or in cases of persons who
have no real estate he must in lieu of
the collection obtain security for it
payment. He may in the event of a
failure to pay the tax seize the prop-
erty of the delinquent and on four
hours' notice sell it for the tax. That
is resorted to only where the person
from whom it is sought to collect the
tax is not on the real or personal
property tax list. In other cases if
the tax is not paid it becomes a lien
against real or personal property.
Employers are required under a pen-

alty to collect for the collector from
their employees. The remuneration
of the assessor shall be five per cent
of the amount collected.

The Republican of Thursday says:
Things happened in both branches of
the legislature yesterday. A disincli-
nation was manifested in both to be
bound by the gentlemen who fore-
gathered and constructed the demo-

cratic platform at Tucson. There was
what is believed to be a test vote in
the council indicating the defeat of the
eight hour bill when it comes to a
vote. The bill was
defeated in the house and something
else happened there which made the
labor members of that body believe
that the coalition between them and
the democratic majority is an unholy
alliance. The bill requiring the label
of the International Typographical
Union to be attached to all public
printing was defeated. The downfall
of this bill as well as that of the

bill were accomplished by
narrow majorities.

The member of the Utah commission
who have come here for the purpose
of enlisting the of the
legislature in procuring the transfer
of the strip of this territory north of
the Colorado river to Utah who had
been granted the privilege of the floor
presented the following request: To
the Twenty-secon- d legislative assem-
bly of the territory of Arizona: We
beg to present herewith our commiss-
ion from the state of Utah an respect-
fully ask your honorable body to com-

municate with us and suggest in what
manner it may best serve your con-

venience to hear us with respect to the
matters contained in such commission.

The council adopted a 'concurrent
resolution for the appointment of a
committee of three from the council
and five from the house to which
should be referred the business of the
commissioners. The council concur
rent resolution for the appointment of
a joint committee to receive the mem-

orial of the Utah "strip" commis-
sioners was adopted and the following
members were appointed under it :

Messrs. Woolf, Cowan, Webb, St.
Charles and Page.

Mr. Morrison presented house bill
No. 81 conferring the right of suffrage
on all women in the territory over the
aeo of twenty-on- e. The bill was re
ceived with open arms and In view of
its greater importance Mr. uowe wno
Is famous for gallantry moved that ,

Instead of the usual number of copies,
150. there be printed of this bill 1,000
copies. It was so ordered.


